
Oak Park and River Forest High School 

District 200 

201 North Scoville Avenue  Oak Park, IL  60302-2296 

 

TEL:   (708) 383-0700            WEB:  www.oprfhs.org             TTY/TDD:   (708) 524-5500            FAX:   (708) 434-3910 

 

TO:  Board of Education 

FROM:  Steve Isoye 

DATE:  June 14, 2016 

RE:  Update on pool project/long-term facilities plan 

 

BACKGROUND 

Prior to the May 17 Special Board meeting, the Board was considering four possible pool options 

from Legat Architects. Independent cost estimator CCS provided projected costs for the options, 

which then were presented for feedback and questions to more than 350 residents at April 2016 

community engagement meetings. 

At the May 17 meeting, the Board was presented with additional options for a pool design, 

created pro bono by local architects Garret Eakin and Frank Heitzman at the request of River 

Forest resident Katharine Christmas and brought forward by Board member Dr. Steve Gevinson. 

One of the plans, referred to as Pool Option 5B, would be built underground below the West 

Field, at a cost estimated in the proposal to be $22.7 million. The Board asked Legat to review 

Option 5B to ensure it met the needs of the school and, if so, go forward with a cost estimate.  

In addition, the Board received a report from the Long Term Facilities Planning Committee, 

which included three different concepts that each incorporated a new pool option. The concepts 

also included a menu of other potential facilities options to consider doing in phases of one to five 

years and six to ten years. The Board provided feedback and requested revisions on several 

aspects of the plan at that time.  

 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

A revised Long Term Facilities Plan is posted with the agenda for the June 14, 2016 special board 

meeting. Option A (formerly LTFP Option #1) has been updated in response to community 

concerns and now includes a 160-meter track, the same size as the current track. Option C 

(formerly LTFP Option #3) has been removed due to its cost, pending any Board decision to 

reintroduce it. Elements designated as potentially part of a six to 10-year plan have been more 

explicitly separated as options to be considered in the future. 

Legat’s review of the initial concept for Pool Option 5B found that it did not include all the 

elements of the district’s pool verification program, which is based on the input of key 

stakeholders and comprises the elements necessary to meet programmatic needs. The designs 

were slightly updated, but according to Legat’s analysis would still require an additional 7,000 

square feet to accommodate the verified program elements. These updated Option 5B plans were 

sent to CCS for a cost estimate with the intention of then using a per square foot cost to estimate 

the cost of including the additional 7,000 square feet. CCS projects the cost of pool Option 5B as 

presented to be $33.7 million. Adding 7,000 square feet to accommodate all program elements 

would bring the cost to approximately $38.7 million. Legat also raised several questions about the 

design itself. Legat’s peer review letter, the CCS cost estimate, and the building comparison 

chart, are all posted with the agenda.  
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The internal pool committee is recommending a second phase of community engagement in July, 

for input on the long term facilities plan(s) and pool option(s) that remain under consideration. 

Carl Walker has submitted a proposal for a further study of the parking garage, which would 

include material testing to assess the potential for corrosion-related deterioration (see report 

posted with agenda).  

 

NEXT STEPS 

This is for information, discussion, and possible action.  
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