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November 10, 2014 

 

A special meeting of the Board of Education of the Oak Park and River 

Forest High School was held on November 10, 2014 in the Board Room of 

the high school. 

 

Call to Order President Phelan called the meeting to order at 6:40 p.m.  A roll call indicated the 

following members were present: Thomas F. Cofsky, Dr. Steve Gevinson, Dr. 

Ralph H. Lee, Dr. Jackie Moore, Sharon Patchak Layman, John Phelan, and Jeff 

Weissglass.  Also in attendance was Steven T. Isoye, Superintendent; Tod 

Altenburg, Chief School Business Official; David Ruhland, Director of Human 

Resources; and Gail Kalmerton, Executive Assistant/Clerk of the Board.  

 

Visitors Philip M. Prale, OPRFHS Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum & 

Instruction; Steve Miller of PMA, Mary Harris, Senior Underwriter and Nicole 

Kubek, Senior Consultant of Gallagher Bassett 

Public Comments None 

 

Renewal of  Mr. Phelan moved to renew the Medical, Dental and Life Insurance, as  

Medical, Dental presented; seconded by Dr. Lee.  Discussion ensued.  

Insurance  

Mr. Altenburg noted that roughly 92% of the premium for a single person is paid 

for by the District and 84% of the premium for a family is paid for by the 

District.  Because there is no change in industry standards relative to education, 

the claims are representative of the population at this time.  As such, normal 

turnover should be accounted for in the claims in determining future rates, i.e., 

age, gender, etc.  It was noted that OPRFHS has had a large turnover in staff in 

the last few years and half of its teachers are young.   

 

The District recommended holding the funding rate or premium for the self-

insured portion flat next year, even though the insurance representatives 

recommended a 3.9% increase.  The actual experience in the last 4 or 5 years has 

been short of what was projected and thus the District has a growing balance of 

reserve.  That may not hold true next year, however.  Thus, the rates will be kept 

flat for the employees, as money from the health insurance fund will be used to 

pay the increase in the funding rate of approximately $60,000.    

 

A roll call vote resulted in all ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Approval of  Mr. Phelan moved to adopt the Preliminary 2014 Levy, as presented; seconded  

Preliminary  by Dr. Lee.  Discussion ensued.  This recommendation was endorsed by the  

Levy   Finance Committee 2 to 1. 

 

Mr. Altenburg noted that the Board of Education was not bound to this vote and 

could change the Levy at a later time.  The administration recommended setting 

the Preliminary Levy at the 2012 level, or $65,019,413, which would allow the 

Board to take advantage of the “look back” at an increase of 18.32% higher than 

the 2013 Levy (Option 1).  Provided in the packet was the Truth-in Taxation 

Levy, the resolution, the assumptions used, what that option would look like 

graphically and number-wise.  Also built into this model was $20 million for the 
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pool.  Uncertainties might include the new Governor-elect’s desire to freeze 

property taxes. 

   

Also distributed was Option 2, which was $54,700,807, and what that would look 

like graphically and number-wise. 

 

Discussion ensued about the “look-back” provision.  As long as the 2014 Levy is 

less than the 2013 Levy, then in 2015 the District has the ability to “look back” at 

the 2012 rate.  Noted was the fact that the District could choose Option 2 and still 

be able to take advantage of the look back.  The Finance Advisory Committee 

recommended getting to a 100% fund balance with 2 and 4 years and not to go 

for a referendum before 2021 or 2022.  However, discussions have ensued 

recently about going for a referendum because of the interest in the pool.  Ms. 

Patchak-Layman suggested setting the levy rate referendum for the pool and 

what the levy should be for the next 8 years, rather than the limiting rate, i.e., 

reducing the levy to get it to a 100% fund balance and then knowing how that 

would extend over the next eight years.  This would mirror what FAC had asked 

the Board of Education to do. 

 

Several members indicated they needed more time to decide on which Levy 

option to vote as more clarification was necessary regarding the amount the 

District is able to levy and still be able to take advantage of the look-back 

provision.  The Board of Education could approve a different levy at the 

December 18 2014 Board of Education meeting, as this recommendation was a 

legal obligation for posting.  Mr. Weissglass also expected to support a motion to 

adopt Option 2, or $54,700,807, which was consistent with the FAC’s 

recommendation (option 5), with the appropriate adjustments to take advantage 

of the look-back provision, at the December 18, 2014 meeting.  Mr. Phelan 

looked forward to receiving the information from the Pool Site Committee and 

studying the information received that evening.  Mr. Weissglass noted that the 

FAC made the assumption that the District would be looking at a referendum of 

15 to 20 cents and the information provided supported that this would occur in 

the 2023-24 timeframe.    

 

Mr. Cofsky reiterated that the FAC recommendation was for the fund balance to 

be 100% within 2 to 4 years.  Because this recommendation did not do that, he 

would not support going to the 2012 rate and instead favored moving down to a 

lower level.  Mr. Cofsky moved to amend the original motion and to adopt a 

preliminary levy of $54,700,807; seconded by Ms. Patchak-Layman. A roll call 

vote resulted in 5 nays and two ayes.  Motion failed.  Ms. Patchak-Layman and 

Mr. Cofsky voted yea.   

 

Discussion ensued about not voting for a lower amount as some members did not 

anticipate approving a higher amount.  The responses included that there was not 

enough time to consider this option, questions were still outstanding about a pool 

site and the capital fund, referendum, and more time was requested for studying 

how a reduction of $10 million would affect the school.   

 

With regard to the original motion, a roll call vote resulted in six ayes and one 

nay.  Ms. Patchak-Layman voted nay.  Motion carried. 
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Adjournment At 7:34 p.m., Mr. Phelan moved to adjourn the Special Board Meeting; seconded 

by Dr. Lee.  A voice vote resulted in all ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 John Phelan     Dr. Jackie Moore 

 President     Secretary 

 

 

 

 

    Submitted by Gail Kalmerton 

    Clerk of the Board 


